
"… But God Meant It for Good!" is a pithy statement expressing overriding providence as God takes the sins of fallen 

man and uses them sinlessly to bring about his eternal purposes.  We hear these words on the mouth of Joseph who uses 

them to enlighten his worried brothers that their treacherous act of selling him into Egyptian slavery was used by God to 

make him a father to Pharaoh, master of his entire household, ruler of Egypt and a preserver of God's remnant on the earth 

who would save lives by a great deliverance, Gen 45:8, 7.  "As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today."  50:20.  Yahweh sovereignly overrode 

the deathly actions of Joseph's brothers who intended to erase his name and memory from the earth by resurrecting a dead 

Joseph to be the instrument through whom God's covenant people would enter into Egypt whence he would redeem them 

majestically by his "mighty hand" and his "outstretched arm", Dt 4:34, for his own glory.  Joseph’s brothers meant it for 

evil but God meant it for good! 

 However, as grand as it was, the Exodus was only a type of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The backdrop of this 

latter event was that God's enemies, an unholy union of Jews and their religious leaders- the chief priests and the 

Sanhedrin Council- together with the Romans, led by Pontius Pilate, the spineless governor of Judea from A.D. 26-36., 

had conspired to put Jesus to death by crucifixion.  In so doing, they thought that they would remove his memory and 

impact from the world.  In order to justify the wicked scheme, the Jews falsely charged him with blasphemy, condemned 

him as worthy of death, bound him and handed them over to Pilate.  They meant it for evil!   

In his trial before Pilate, the entire company of Roman soldiers continually mocked our Lord Jesus Christ by dressing him 

in an elegant purple robe, and by crying out "Hail, to the King of the Jews!."  Mk 15: 16-18.  They meant it for evil!  They 

repeatedly struck him on the head with a staff and spat on him, and feigned homage to him by falling on their knees before 

him, v. 19.  They meant it for evil!  The soldiers then killed Christ on the cross which they signed with the contemptuous 

inscription "THE KING OF THE JEWS."  They meant it for evil!  Then the passersby, chief priests and teachers of the 

law completed their disdain for him by scornfully shouting, "He saved others.. but he can't save himself!  Let this Christ, 

this King of Israel, come down from the cross, .."  vv. 26-32, passim.  They meant it for evil! 

      But God did not leave his Son on the cross or abandon him to the grave but resurrected him by raising ".. him from the 

dead and freeing him from the agony of death because it was impossible for death to keep its hold him."  Acts 2: 24.  

Jesus' enemies meant it for evil but God meant it for good!  The Father raised Jesus from the dead because the Son had 

committed no sin; yes, he was tempted at all times and in all ways but nevertheless, unlike us, he was sinless, Heb 4:15.  

For this reason, he alone could propitiate God the Father's just wrath against sinners and could be the only substitute for 

sinful man.  By his resurrection, God the Father vindicated Christ, his works and his claims that he was sent by God to 

usher in the kingdom of God, see Lk 11:20.  In the divine plan, Jesus Christ was crucified because, according to the 

Father's eternal decree, the sins of those who would believe on him were imputed or credited to him – he bore our sins on 

the tree, 1 Pe 2: 24.  On the contrary, his perfect sinlessness is imputed by faith alone to those who would place their trust 

in him.  God meant it for good!   

 This Christ is now seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven whence he rules over all creation as the King, not 

only of the Jews but also as the King of all kings and Lord of all lords!   He is now robed in full royal splendor and 

guarantees eternal life, a life that is lived with the Triune God in unbroken, unending and unsurpassed joy, for all those 

that believe on him.  Yes, his enemies meant it for evil but God meant it for good! 

 As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ this year, let us endeavor to keep the bigger picture of God's 

redemptive purposes in history fresh in our minds.  The world is going about its worldly business defined by its 

commitments to this fallen age – self-seeking, self-glorying, God-hating, Christ-despising, Spirit-denying actions which 

terminate and implode on itself.  They live in a horizontal hopelessness.  On the other hand, we, the "But God people" 

upon whom the end of the ages has come, have already received the eschatological justifying grace of God in this age and 

are being fitted and framed for eternity with him.  Accordingly, we look forward with eager anticipation to the Second 

Coming of Christ at which time he will roll up history like a scroll and gather up all creatures, some to everlasting life 

with him and some to everlasting shame and contempt, Dan 12:2.  Then we will experience the consummate blessedness 

of the adage, "they meant it for evil, but God meant it for good."  Until then, have a happy Resurrection Day! 
 


